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1 § 53.1-120. Sheriff to provide for courthouse and courtroom security; designation of deputies for
2 such purpose; assessment.

3 A. Each sheriff shall ensure that the courthouses and courtrooms within his jurisdiction are secure
4 from violence and disruption and shall designate deputies for this purpose. A list of such designations
5 shall be forwarded to the Director of the Department of Criminal Justice Services.

6 B. The chief circuit court judge, the chief general district court judge and the chief juvenile
7 and domestic relations district court judge shall be responsible by agreement with the sheriff
8 of the jurisdiction for the designation of courtroom security deputies for their respective

9 courts. If the respective chief judges and sheriff are unable to agree on the
10 number, type and working schedules of courtroom security deputies for
11 the court, the matter shall be referred to the Compensation Board for
12 resolution in accordance with existing budgeted funds and personnel.

13 C. The sheriff shall have the sole responsibility for the identity of the deputies designated for
14 courtroom security.

15 D. Any county or city, through its governing body, may assess a sum not in excess of $20 as part of
16 the costs in each criminal or traffic case in its district or circuit court in which the defendant is
17 convicted of a violation of any statute or ordinance. If a town provides court facilities for a county,
18 the governing body of the county shall return to the town a portion of the assessments collected
19 based on the number of criminal and traffic cases originating and heard in the town. The imposition
20 of such assessment shall be by ordinance of the governing body that may provide for different
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21 sums in the circuit courts and district courts. The assessment shall be collected by the clerk
22 of the court in which the case is heard, remitted to the treasurer of the appropriate county or
23 city and held by such treasurer to be appropriated by the governing body to the sheriff's office.
24 The assessment shall be used solely for the funding of courthouse security personnel, and, if
25 requested by the sheriff, equipment and other personal property used in connection with
26 courthouse security.

27 Code 1950, § 53-168.1; 1972, c. 135; 1982, c. 636; 1986, c. 568; 1988, c. 119; 1989, c. 571; 2002,
28 cc. 533, 756; 2003, cc. 26, 44; 2004, cc. 390, 432; 2006, c. 495; 2007, c. 377; 2020, c. 602.

29 The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this section
30 may not constitute a comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters whose provisions
31 have expired.
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**Disclaimers/Notices/Imputed Knowledge [1] VA Code § 8.1A-202. Notice; knowledge:* | *Relator: noun. a person who relates or tells; narrator. Law. a private person33
on whose suggestion or complaint certain writs, are issued and whose position is analogous to that of a plaintiff.; female relatrix. The relator appears as one beneficially34
interested, but the action is maintained on his behalf. : a party other than the plaintiff upon whose information, knowledge, or relation of facts an action is brought35
when the right to bring the action is vested in another: as / a : the private person who brings a qui tam action /b : a party who has standing and on whose behalf a writ36
is petitioned for by the state as plaintiff; 37 [2]Regarding Electronic Signature: If this communication concerns the negotiation of a contract or agreement, electronic

38 signature rules do not apply to this communication; [3] contract formation in this matter shall occur only with manually-affixed original signatures on original documents.
39 [4] No  negotiations respecting any item ( including repairs), such as talking about that/any item (s)or securing estimates for same shall not in any way obligate The
40 VIRGINIA NEWS SOURCE™ [VNS™]  to that item or repair(s) discussed, nor shall VNS™ or its Client be held liable for any damage(s)for failure not to include/honor
41 the same unless obligated to do so by the terms set forth in a contract negotiated by the parties with the  aforesaid manually affixed signatures. The foregoing comments
42 are copyright © MMXXV VNS™ and may not be copied, redistributed, extracted from, or recirculated outside of this mailing without written consent by VNS™. 


